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President’s Message, June 18, 2017 

Dear Civil War History Buffs (and other members): 
We are bravely initiating a new chapter in the history of our club with a new date and venue for 
our membership meetings (the 4th Wednesday of the month at Pinckney Hall in Sun City) and, 
for better or for worse, a new president. We have an excellent Program Committee, a great 
Executive Committee, a great newsletter, and wonderful people as members and, accordingly, I 
am proud to be your new president. 
We all owe Bob Waite a debt of gratitude for his service as president these past two years (Yes 
Bob, it was two years, not five). I hope and pray that I can find sufficient energy to do one-half of 
what Bob has done for our club over the last several years. I thank those members of the 
Executive Committee who have agreed to serve another year. I also wish to welcome aboard 
Richard Thomas, the new face on our Executive Committee. Rich brings a wealth of knowledge 
and experience to the club leadership. Finally, at the risk of slighting someone by omission, I 
must give special recognition to John Kemp, our Program Committee Chair, and Caroline 
Kennedy, our newsletter editor, who ably perform what are arguably the most critical jobs in our 
club. 
 
Special Program on Fort Sumter – July 12th at Magnolia Hall, Sun City 

At Magnolia Hall (NOT Pinckney Hall), Sun City, 6:45 PM, July 12th, Dr. Kyle Sinisi will present 
“Fort Sumter.” Union forces surrendered Fort Sumter April 13, 1861, and it was after that 
occupied by Confederate forces until they abandoned it February 1865 as Sherman started his 
march through the Carolinas. September 8, 1863, the Union attempted and failed to retake the 
fort. Fort Sumter was a masonry structure which raises the question why it did not meet the 
same fate as Fort Pulaski. A second, related, question is why the Union attack on September 8, 
1863, failed. Dr. Sinisi is a professor of history at The Citadel and author of “Seeds of 
Secession.” 
Our July 12th program is FREE! Invite friends and neighbors to accompany you. If you do not 
live in Sun City, enter through the main gate on Highway 278 – Visitor’s lane and tell the guard 
you are attending a meeting of the Low Country Civil War Round Table in Magnolia Hall. 
Our membership period runs from September 1st to August 31st. Accordingly, memberships 
should be renewed by September 1, 2017. Our July 12th meeting will provide an excellent 
opportunity to join or renew. A form is attached, and forms will be available July 12th.  
As I write this, I am sitting with my right leg elevated, recuperating from a knee replacement. 
Recuperation from a knee replacement is something like watching grass grow but with the 
addition of a tad of exercise, and, initially, a lot of pain. I am very thankful for the Tennis 
Channel and a stash of good history books. See you in September.  
My interest in Civil War history dates back to my first day of second grade in a new school in 
Memphis, TN. At recess, my classmates were playing “Confederates and Yankees.” I was 
somewhat surprised when informed that I was a Yankee because our family had only recently 
relocated from my birthplace, St. Louis. At this point, I noted that the playground was occupied 
by a vast number of Confederates and damn few Yankees (1?). One of my classmates took pity 
on me and volunteered to assist me by being a Yankee for the day, and we became lifelong 
friends (seriously!). While the Yankees lost the Civil War that day, I suffered no harm from the 
victorious Confederates. Thankfully, with time, our playground activities became more sports 
oriented.  
We have a mission. One of my favorite historians, David McCullough, writes in his new book, 
The American Spirit, “We are raising a generation of young Americans who are by and large 
historically illiterate.” Some years ago I was invited to join my daughter and several of her 



friends for lunch in Alexandria, VA. Upon seeing a Confederate flag one young lady, a graduate 
of a prestigious Eastern University asked me if Virginia had seceded from the Union. The 
current trend in our American culture seems to favor cleansing our collective memory of 
“unsavory” parts of our history. However, no generation will become more virtuous by ignoring 
the foibles of previous generations. Better to learn from those foibles.  
Have a beautiful summer. 
Respectfully, 
George Loud, President 

* * * 

2017-2018 Lecture Series for the LCWRT 

(Beginning in September, we will meet in Pinckney Hall in Sun City at 6:45 PM) 
  

Sept. 27 Jack Rabbitt, Battle of Chickamauga 

Oct. 25. Dr. Larry Roland, Reconstruction Period in Beaufort 
Nov. 29 George Loud, Civil War in South Carolina 

Dec. No meeting 

Jan. 24 Dr. Bud Robertson, What Did Not Happen at Appomattox 

Feb. 28 Jack Davis, A General in Love 

Mar. 28 Ed Bearss, Hard-luck Ironclad 

April 25 Jack Waugh, Lincoln at the War’s End (historian & Lincoln biographer) 
May 23 Eileen Waite, The Friendship of Elizabeth Beckley Mary Todd Lincoln  
NOTE: There is a $10 Guest/Nonmember fee for any individual lecture. Students and 
teachers free with proper I.D. 
* * * 

Thank you letter from new Keller Family – LCWRT Scholarship – Megan 
Reilly: 

May 12, 2017 – Dear LCWRT Members, Thank you so much for awarding me the 
scholarship for this year. I enjoyed writing the essay and appreciate that you came to 
recognize me at my school mass. The meeting and speaker were very interesting and I 
am looking forward to being a part of the Civil War Round Table community. - Sincerely, 
Megan Reilly 

  

* * * 

Fort Sumter 

The bombardment and attack on the fortress triggered a massive call for 
Union troops to put down the rebellion. 

In the wake of the War of 1812-1815, Fort Sumter stood highlighting the U.S. 
strong coastal defenses. The fort was named after South Carolina native 
Thomas Sumter a Revolutionary War general. It was one of 50 forts built in 
the Vauban “detached fort” system to defend the major ports and harbors of 
the U.S. formed by Congress in 1817. The Marquis de Vauban, a famous 
military engineer, pioneered the forts. During the age of gunpowder when 
cannons dominated the battlefields, the defensive walls were made lower and 
thicker to counteract the cannonballs. Surrounded by the sea, the three-tiered, 
five-sided fort, the low-level fortress had a perimeter of thick walls to hold 



heavy cannons. The coastal placement was intended to allow it to control 
access to the vital Charleston Harbor. The island was only 2.4 acres in size; 
the fort was built to hold 650 soldiers and 135 pieces of artillery. 
Fort Sumter National Monument includes Fort Sumter, an island fortification 
located in Charleston Harbor, begun in 1829 on a man-made island built from 
thousands of tons of granite. A costly endeavor, construction slowed in 1859 
due to lack of funding. By 1860 the island and the outer fortification were 
complete, but the fort's interior and armaments remained unfinished. 
The Civil War began when Brig. Gen. P.G.T. Beauregard commander of the 
Confederate and South Carolina troops ordered the bombarded of the Union 
garrison under the command of Maj. Robert Anderson on April 12, 1861, 
signaling the start of the Civil War. Confederate forces occupied Fort Sumter 
for most of the war. The original size of the fort was destroyed by one-third, 
during the 567-day blockade from 1863-65, seven million pounds of artillery 
projectiles are fired at the fort, transforming it from an imposing multi-story 
installation to a shattered hulk. But the shelling only made the fort stronger, as 
the rubble, reinforced with seawater-soaked cotton bales, piles up. On 
September 9, 1863, Union attempt to take Sumter, by landing troops from 
small boats, fails. After the war, it was repaired but never rebuilt to its original 
height. (Robert Anderson taught P.T.G. Beauregard artillery at West Point, 
only to have the guns of his former student turned upon him at Fort Sumter.) 

South Carolina was the first of seven states to secede from the Union on 
December 20, 1860, United States Maj. Robert Anderson and his 85 soldiers 
positioned at old Fort Moultrie facing the coastline near the mouth of 
Charleston Harbor. Anderson moved his command to Fort Sumter, an 
impressive fortification in the middle of the Harbor, on Dec. 26 fearing for the 
safety of his men. (Moultrie, on nearby Sullivan's Island, is where American 
patriots under the direction of Col. William Moultrie on June 28, 1776, turned 
back a British fleet trying to capture Charleston days before the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence. Six days before the signing, word got back to 
Philadelphia, which gave courage to some of our founders to sign the 
document securing our countries future.) 

President James Buchanan sent a steamer, called the Star of the West, to 
Charleston with supplies and 200 soldiers. However, the Rebels fired on the 
ship which was forced to steam away without landing either the soldiers or the 
food and ammunition. The fort's defenders were being starved out.  
Negotiations continued in Charleston between Beauregard and Anderson. 
The talks failed to resolve tensions, forcing Beauregard to take action. Lincoln 
was inaugurated on March 4, 1861. Anderson reported to the new President 
that he had only a six-week supply of food left. The barrels of hardtack had 
dwindled away, so had the flour, sugar, and coffee. A provision of rice was 



contaminated when a cannon saluting Washington's birthday smashed a 
window spraying the food store with splinters of glass. Now, the men were 
sifting through the rice grain by grain look for something fit to eat. 
On Thursday, April 1, South Carolina militia commander Beauregard 
demanded that Anderson surrender the fort. Anderson refused. At 4:30 a.m., 
19 coastal batteries unleashed a pounding barrage on Fort Sumter, firing an 
estimated 3,000 shots in 34 hours. The Civil War had begun.  
For the first two hours, Anderson did not return fire because he lacked fuses 
for the exploding shells – only solid shot could be used against the Rebel 
batteries. Capt. Abner Doubleday bunked in the powder magazine. The first 
shot crashed about a foot away from his head. He quickly dressed and went 
down to an early breakfast of tepid water and a little half-rancid pork. At last 
dawn broke, weakly – clouds hung low in the gray sky, and mist over the 
water. The Union fired the first shot at about 7 a.m. by the fort's second in 
command Capt. Doubleday. He tried to lob a 32-pound ball inside one of its 
narrow embrasures. His cannonball missed its mark by just a few yards, 
bounced off the slanting roof and landed in a nearby swamp. 

“The crashing of the shot, the bursting of the shells, the falling of the walls, 
and the roar of the flames, made a pandemonium of the fort,” wrote 

Doubleday.  
Union and Confederate gun-smoke mingled and drifted across the harbor. 
Soon the clouds and mist gave way to great sheets of rain. The rain became a 
full-blown storm. Amid the rumble of thunder and crash of enemy fire. The 
fort's large flagstaff was struck letting the colors fall to the ground. When the 
smoke drifted away the enemy banner had disappeared. Cheers rang from 
the rooftops. The Rebel gunners held their fire.  
Just as the air cleared on the island, Lt. Norman Hall, and two other soldiers 
became heroes and remounted the “Stars and Stripes” on a makeshift pole 
while under fire. The valiant feat was soon made known to journalist and 
political orators across the Union.  
That evening, the firing was sporadic with an occasional round landing on or 
in Fort Sumter. Of the 73 enlisted men whose birthplaces are known, only 13 
were born in the United States, the others mostly Irish and German. Reports 
say, the more tightly the group knit itself together.  
Beauregard began moving men and artillery into place on April 11 at the 
instruction of Confederate president Jefferson Davis to take command of the 
military situation in Charleston.  
A hand-written note, addressed to Anderson and dated April 12, 1861, 
heralded the end of peace: “By the authority of Brigadier-General Beauregard, 
commanding the provisional forces of the Confederate States, we have the 



honor to notify you that he will open the fire of his batteries on Fort Sumter in 
one hour from this time.”  
Beauregard's first shot, the signal shot, arrived ten minutes after its appointed 
time. The crews loaded their guns with grapeshot and canister, aimed them 
toward the most vulnerable points in the outer wall of the fort. By daybreak the 
storm lifted, and the morning of April 13 shone bright and clear. Thanks to the 
better weather, the Rebel gunners were shooting to kill. They fired red-hot 
cannonballs, heated in furnaces ashore. 
A mortar plowed through the roof of the officers' quarters, and the building 
soon became a roaring tower of flame. The water tanks inside burst, and 
scalding steam and smoke poured into the casemates as the men fell, blinded 
and choking, masking their faces with wet handkerchiefs. If the wind had not 
shifted and started blowing the smoke in the opposite direction, most of the 
garrison would have suffocated. The blaze began closing in on the gunpowder 
stores. Men heaved barrel after barrel out of the embrasures. 
Doubleday ordered his men to shoot off a few rounds, to show the enemy 
“that we were not all dead yet.” Only the 15-foot-thick walls protected the 
spent fighters from the inferno surrounding them. The fort was in 
pandemonium. 
On April 14, after an extensive bombardment, the outnumbered and 
outgunned (128 troops and civilian laborers to the Confederates 500 troops) 
Union garrison of Fort Sumter raised a full-size white flag next to the “Stars 
and Stripes” as a signal to a cease-fire and surrendered to the Confederate 
forces.  
Thousands of Charlestonians - “male and female, white and black, young and 
old,” one observer wrote – were watching the battle from wharves, rooftops, 
and church steeples. When the smoke cleared, they saw the familiar Stars 
and Stripes along with a full-size white flag. Cheers rang from the rooftops. All 
around the harbor, the Rebel gunners held their fire.  
Amazingly, not a single fatality resulted. Anderson negotiated - “or rather 
dictated,” his terms of surrender. After surrendering, they were permitted to 
fire a 100-gun salute to the huge United States flag that had flown over the 
fort. Confederate Gen. Pierre Gustave Toutant Beauregard agreed to the gun 
salute, for his former West Point artillery instructor. The Union big guns began 
firing the salute, but on the 47th round, an accidental explosion of a pile of 
cartridges nearby killed Union Army Private Daniel Hough; five other men 
were wounded. (Hough was the first casualty of the Civil War.)  
Maj. Anderson with his troops boarded a steamship and sailed north, with the 
flag. The following day, Lincoln issued a proclamation calling for 75,000 
volunteers to suppress the Southern rebellion.  



The first Union assault on the fort came in April 1863, when Rear Admiral 
Samuel Francis DuPont attempted a naval attack on Charleston. DuPont 
arrived in Charleston with a fleet of nine ironclad warships, seven of which 
were updated versions of the famed USS Monitor. His attack was poorly 
coordinated and combined with unfavorable weather conditions, Beauregard 
hammered the fleet with artillery fire and underwater mines. Outgunned and 
unable to maneuver in swift currents, Du Pont's fleet withdrew from the harbor 
after taking over 500 hits by Rebel guns. One Union soldier died, and the 
Keokuk ironclad sank the next day. Five Confederates were killed. The 
damages were quickly repaired, and its defenses improved. The Rebel 
soldiers even managed to salvage one of the Keokuk's 11-inch guns and 
mount it on the fortress. 
Again in July of 1863, Union troops laid siege to Fort Wagner, on Morris Island 
near the mouth of Charleston Harbor. Union Gen. Quincy Adams Gillmore 
turned his guns on Fort Sumter and unleashed a seven-day bombardment. A 
force of nearly 400 Union troops tried to land at Fort Sumter on Sept. 8 
thinking there was only a skeleton crew at the fort. Three hundred 
Confederate infantrymen met the landing party quickly repulsing the assault 
force. Over the next 15 months, Union artillery nearly leveled Fort Sumter, 
firing over 50,000 projectiles between Sept. 1863 and Feb. 1865. The 
beleaguered Confederate garrison managed to keep control until Feb. 1865 
suffering over 300 casualties. 
Confederate troops occupied Fort Sumter for nearly four years, resisting 
several bombardments by Union forces before abandoning the garrison and 
the city as Gen. William T. Sherman's army laid waste to the heart of South 
Carolina in 1865. The Holy City is the most bombarded city on the U.S. 
Mainland ever. 
On April 14, 1865, Union officers and dignitaries gathered at Fort Sumter. 
Exactly four years to the day after Gen. Anderson lowered the rag in defeat he 
raised it in triumph over the fort's battered walls. The flag became a symbol of 
a restored and victorious United States. That night, fireworks illuminated the 
Charleston Harbor skies as nearly five hundred miles to the north, President 
Lincoln attended Ford's Theatre with Mary for the last time. 
The original 33-star garrison flag is on display in Fort Sumter's museum. A 
replica of the flag flies above the fort, along with other historical flags.  
After the Civil War, Fort Sumter was restored and manned by the U.S. Military 
during the Spanish-American War (1898), WWI (1914-18), and WWII (1939-
45). After WWII, the fort was decommissioned, and turned over to the National 
Park Service. It now attracts over 750,000 visitors every year.  
Again in July of 1863, Union troops laid siege to Fort Wagner, on Morris Island 
near the mouth of Charleston Harbor. Union Gen. Quincy Adams Gillmore 



turned his guns on Fort Sumter and unleashed a seven-day bombardment. A 
force of nearly 400 Union troops tried to land at Fort Sumter on Sept. 8 
thinking there was only a skeleton crew at the fort. Three hundred 
Confederate infantrymen met the landing party quickly repulsing the assault 
force. Over the next 15 months, Union artillery nearly leveled Fort Sumter, 
firing over 50,000 projectiles between Sept. 1863 and Feb. 1865. The 
beleaguered Confederate garrison managed to keep control until Feb. 1865 
suffering over 300 casualties. 
Confederate troops occupied Fort Sumter for nearly four years, resisting 
several bombardments by Union forces before abandoning the garrison and 
the city as Gen. William T. Sherman's army laid waste to the heart of South 
Carolina in 1865. The Holy City is the most bombarded city on the U.S. 
Mainland ever. 
On April 14, 1865, Union officers and dignitaries gathered at Fort Sumter. 
Exactly four years to the day after Gen. Anderson lowered the rag in defeat he 
raised it in triumph over the fort's battered walls. The flag became a symbol of 
a restored and victorious United States. That night, fireworks illuminated the 
Charleston Harbor skies as nearly five hundred miles to the north, President 
Lincoln attended Ford's Theatre with Mary for the last time. 
The original 33-star garrison flag is on display in Fort Sumter's museum. A 
replica of the flag flies above the fort, along with other historical flags.  
After the Civil War, Fort Sumter was restored and manned by the U.S. Military 
during the Spanish-American War (1898), WWI (1914-18), and WWII (1939-
45). After WWII, the fort was decommissioned and turned over to the National 
Park Service. It now attracts over 750,000 visitors every year.  
  

* * * 

LCWRT Moving to Pickney Hall in Sun City in September! 

We have exciting news which we hope will encourage you to rejoin, and to bring your 
friends and neighbors with you!. 
  

1. Our venue has changed. In September, we will begin meeting in Sun City at 
Pinckney Hall. (The audio and visual aids are better! For those with hearing loss, 
a Hearing Loop System is being installed.) 

  
  

2. We will now meet on the fourth Wednesdays of the month. 

  
  



3. The meeting room has a kitchen where we can serve refreshments. 

  
  

4. With the meetings beginning at 6:45 p.m. means those that have difficulty driving 
at night can use their golf carts or have a volunteer pick them up in Sun City. 

  
  

5. Those members that do not live in Sun City may enter through the main guest 
gate where there will be a pass waiting for them. 

  
  

6. Our Special Summer Meeting on Wednesday, July 12 will feature Dr. Kyle Sinisi, 
educator, author, and historian. Dr. Sinisi’s topic will be “Fort Sumter We Don’t 
Know. The History of a Confederate Fort.” 

  

7. At the July 12 meeting, you can learn more about the programs and trips planned 
for the coming 2017/2018 season. 

  
  

8. Dues change: The dues will be $40 which includes all members of your 
household. (No lifetime membership fee.) I have attached a form for membership 
renewal.  

  

If you have questions, please do not hesitate to contact: Caroline Wallace Kennedy - 
cwkenned@aol.com, 843-705-5654 

  

* * *  

Civil War Timeline – June 1863 

June 3 Robert E. Lee begins moving the Army of Northern Va, near Fredericksburg, West toward the 
Shenandoah Valley Virginia 
June 7 Battle of Milliken's Bend (part of the Vicksburg Campaign) Louisiana 
June 9 Battle of Brandy Station (Largest predominantly cavalry engagement) Virginia 
June 11 Gen. John Hunt Morgan leaves Alexandria, Tenn. to raid Kentucky, Ohio, and Indiana 
June 13 Battle of Winchester (Second Battle) Virginia 
June 15 Confederates captured or killed the 6,000 men in Virginia Winchester (Part of the Gettysburg 
Campaign) 
June 17 The CSS Atlanta, engages the USS Weehawken and Wassau, USS Nahant before surrendering. 
Georgia 
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June 18 Maj. Gen. John McClemand (US) – close friend and political ally is relieved of command by U. S. 
Grant for insubordination  
June 20 West Virginia becomes the 35th state to enter the U.S. West Va. 
  
June 23 - July3 Army of the Cumberland begins the Tullahoma Tennessee & Campaign against the Army 
of Tennessee Georgia 
Forward units of the Army of Northern Virginia begins crossing the Potomac River into Maryland 
northwest of Harper's Ferry 
June 25 Union soldiers try to exploit an explosion under the Confederate entrenchments at Vicksburg. 
The Rebel line repulses the attack. Mississippi 
  
June 26 Gen. Jubal Early (CS) (old Jube) passes through Pennsylvania 
June 27 Gettysburg on the way to York. Maj. Gen. Henry Halleck issues an order making Pennsylvania 
George Meade commander of the Army of the Potomac, 
replacing Gen. Joe Hooker  
June 28 Gen. George Meade (US) assumes command of the Army of the Potomac 
The Gettysburg Campaign Pennsylvania 
Gen. Jubal Early (CA) seizes York, Pa. 
Gen. Judson Kirkpatrick (US) is appointed commander of the 3rd Division of Cavalry Corps, Army of the 
Potomac Pennsylvania 
June 30 Advanced units (2 brigades under Gen. John Buford (US) of the Army of the Potomac occupy 
Gettysburg 
Army of Northern Virginia Maj Gen. Henry Heth (CA) orders a brigade under Gen. James J. Pettigrew to 
march to Gettysburg to investigate reports of a large quantity of footwear in the city. The Gettysburg 
Campaign 
  
* * * 

The Battle of Honey Hill  
"Confederate Victory — The Most Lopsided Battle of the War!" 

In early November 1964, Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman was in Atlanta, finalizing his to 
march to Savannah. He telegraphed Lt. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant: "If the North can march 
an army right through the South, it is proof positive that the North can prevail." He 
telegraphed Union Chief of Staff, Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck, and asked if Maj. Gen. 
John G. Foster, could move the Federal forces on Hilton Head Island and Beaufort to 
Grahamville on December 1st to cut the 102-mile long C & S Railroad. Halleck did not 
explain to Foster the importance of the situation.  
The railroad, completed in 1860, linked key port cities. Eventually, becoming crucial to 
the Confederacy's war effort: a supply line, reinforcements, communications. Cutting the 
railroad meant Confederate Lt. Gen. William J. Hardee's scratch force of 10,000 men 
defending Savannah could not escape.  
Rear Adm. John A. Dahlgren gathered a Union naval brigade of gunboats transports 
and blockading vessels and ordered them to steam up the Broad River to Boyd's 
Landing. The ships left Hilton Head Island at 0230 hours on November 29, including 
companies of the 56th New York, 54th, and 55th Massachusetts, 26th (U.S.C.T.), 102nd 
(United States Colored Troops.) under the command of Col. A. S. Hartwell of the 55th. 
(The movie Glory featured the 54th.) Their goal was to destroy the C & S tracks, burn 
and destroy bridges and buildings.  
A thick fog settled over the Broad River, so Dahlgren, with only one pilot, had to feel his 
way. They became lost. Some boats turned into the Chechesee River, others ran 
aground on the shoals and had to wait for a high tide. Many ships anchored until the fog 
lifted. At about 0800 hours, the first ship arrived at Boyd's Landing.  



Meanwhile, in Savannah, Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. Smith came on the train with one of 
his brigades at 0200 hours, on November 30th. Lt. Gen. William J. Hardee asked him if 
he could take his Georgia forces into South Carolina to break the Union's attempt to cut 
the railroad. "You know that the Militia of this State cannot be legally ordered beyond its 
limits without a special act of the Legislature. But if you can satisfy me that it is 
absolutely necessary that I go into South Carolina, I will endeavor to carry out your 
orders. If you do not satisfy me and persist in your orders, I will be under the 
disagreeable necessity of withdrawing the State forces from your control." Generals 
Taylor and Toombs convinced Smith that Savannah's defense required him to leave. 
When the troops, on the train, awoke they were in South Carolina.  
The Federal Division, led by Brig. Gen. Hatch, after disembarking fiddled around and 
began a march toward what they thought was Grahamville five miles away. The troops 
marched with the Marines who pulled two Mountain Howitzers toward Coosawatchie. 
Realizing their blunder, they retraced their steps to the Euhaw Church and 
countermarched to Bolan's Church. 
They arrived at 0200 hours on November 30th only half a mile from where they started. 
Exhausted by the 15-mile night march they bivouacked at Bolan's Church.  
Lt. Col. Charles J. Colcock's 3rd South Carolina Calvary, company’s B and E, and 
detachments from Company C and the Rebel troops arrived in Grahamville at 0700 
hours on November 30th. At 0800 hours on the 30th Maj. Gen. Smith arrived by train at 
Grahamville with his leading brigade. Joining him at 0800 hours was the State Line 
Brigade of Georgia, 17th Georgia, Confederate Regiment, Athens Battalion, Augusta 
Battalion with the 1st Brigade of the Georgia units. The order included instructions to 
hold the enemy in check until 1400 hours or until reinforcements of the 32nd Georgia 
and forces expected from North and South Carolina could arrive. From Midnight on 
more troops arrived: the South Carolina reserves, a brigade from North Carolina 
reaching Coosawatchie at 2100 hours.  
Colcock did not have military training, but his expert horsemanship brought him into the 
command of the volunteer 3rd South Carolina Cavalry. He rode 50 miles during the 
night to Grahamville, with portions of his Cavalry, consisting of property owners/citizens 
of the Tidewater section. (Colcock, a widow twice, was to have been married for the 
third time, to Miss Agnes the wedding for three days.)  
While the Union forces were marching up and down and around and around, like 
characters in a Keystone Cop movie they missed their opportunity to cut the rail lines. 
Lt. Col. Colcock and his troops were busy organizing their defensive forces at 
Grahamville.  
Scouts advised Colcock and Smith that the Federal column was marching up Honey Hill 
Road — five miles away. When Smith arrived, he refused to take charge from Lt. Col. 
Colcock. He put Colcock in charge because he was familiar with the locale. (Before the 
war, Colcock was a planter and lived at Bonnie Doon Plantation on the Okatie River. He 
founded the C & S Railroad, which he was now defending.) His plan was to delay the 
Union forces on the Grahamville Road east of Honey Hill by using two Napoleon 
cannons, and men from his Cavalry. 
At Bee's Creek, a mile and a half in front of the breastworks, two Confederate units 
engaged the Union in a delaying action for two and one-half hours. The remaining units 
prepared Honey Hill (a 25-foot rise). To the left of Honey Hill was a swamp and to the 



right a field divided by canals. Colcock had a company deployed as skirmishers across 
the field. When cleared of the field, he ordered the broom sedge set afire. A strong wind 
blew the flames and smoke upon the Union troops causing turmoil.  
After 1000 hours, Colcock and Smith joined forces four miles from the Grahamville 
depot at Honey Hill. (General-in-chief of Confederate forces Robert Edward Lee had 
built the earthworks at the beginning of the war, and were still usable.) Knowing they 
would be outnumbered, the Confederates did have several advantages: elevated 
position, the advantage of surprise, fortified entrenchments, and seven canons.  
The only place the Union artillery could easily target Honey Hill was at a crossroads. 
The Grahamville Road made a sharp turn to the left of the Confederates position and 
passed through a forest and creek making the earthworks nearly invisible. When they 
rounded the turn marching in a column, the Confederate infantry and artillery opened 
what Lt. Col. Colcock wrote in his diary ". . . as a murderous fire upon the head of the 
Federal column." The Rebels fire dissolved the Union forces into chaos. Hatch spent an 
hour reforming the battle line to the right and left of the Confederate line while under fire 
from the Confederates and Rebel skirmishers. In confusion, the Union troops often fired 
on their units.  
The Federals regrouped and forced the Confederates back to Honey Hill. They charged 
the position repeatedly. But Smith's men, firing rapidly repulsed every attack. By 1200 
hours, with ammunition running low, Union commanders made unsupported attacks on 
the earthworks. Determined attacks by Col. Alfred S. Hartwell of the 55th 
Massachusetts commanding a brigade that included the inexperienced 54th 
Massachusetts, 55th Massachusetts, 26th U.S. Colored Volunteer Infantry (South 
Carolina) and 102nd (U.S.C.T.) Their position meant that only one section of artillery 
could be used at a time. They suffered severely since they were in the most exposed 
areas of the battle. At 1600 hours, the six-gun naval battery, replaced the weary troops 
firing until after dark. Realizing their efforts were fruitless, the Union's demoralized 
officers and troops, retreated. (Five companies lost more than a hundred men in less 
than five minutes.)  
Maj. Gen. Smith said, "Colcock was everywhere we looked that day: on horseback and 
on foot, on the left flank and the right, standing on top of the earthworks with a sword in 
hand." 

Confederate Maj. Gen. Smith decided not to pursue the retreating Union troops with his 
exhausted Confederate troops, who were hungry. A local legend says, "One could walk 
on the dead for over a mile without touching the road."  
The Union troops retired that night to Bolan's Church. They carried the dead and injured 
on stretchers made from muskets and blankets. The church pews were removed to set 
up a hospital for the wounded and dying. Under darkening skies, surgeons began 
setting up their operating tables outside and piling the discarded limbs high. Blood 
stained the sandy soil.  
Smith decided he could no longer detain the Georgia state troops "beyond their legal 
jurisdiction." He received permission from Lt. Gen. Hardee to lead his exhausted men 
back to Georgia. 
Three weeks later, the Rebels left Savannah on the night of December 20 over the 
Savannah River using a pontoon bridge. The following morning, Savannah Mayor 



Arnold and his Aldermen met with Union Gen. John W. Geary and asked for a peaceful 
surrender. On December 22, 1864, Maj. Gen. Sherman took Savannah. 
In the Battle of Honey Hill, Union troops were repelled, for lack of ammunition and the 
strong Confederate positions. More than 5,000 Union and 1,400 Confederate soldiers 
clashed, making it one of the largest Civil War encounters in South Carolina. Nearly 746 
Union casualties, 89 killed, 629 wounded and 28 missing to 47 Confederate casualties 
with eight killed in action and 39 wounded.  
The Confederates took advantage of the Union mistakes and conducted an excellent 
defense of their position. Honey Hill became famous for one of the last Confederate 
victories anywhere. 
"The victory at Honey Hill kept the city of Savannah from danger," said Dr. Stephen 
Wise, director of the museum/cultural resource manager for the Marine Corps Recruit 
Depot Parris Island. -cwk 

Sources: 
The Battle of Honey Hill, South Carolina by Lowell D. Hamilton, Bits of Blue and Gray 
"The Battle of Honey Hill" by Kathy Dhalle, The Civil War Explorer "To the Sea" by Jim 
Miles,The Battle of Honey Hill by Irish Joe Harrison 

  

* * * 

LOWCOUNTRY CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE, INC. 
MEMBERSHIP FORM - 2017/2018 
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______________________________________ _____________________________ _________________________ 
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______________________________________ _____________________________ _________________________ 
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Address ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City ______________________________________________ State____________ Zip Code________________ 
 

Phone ( ) ____________________  
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(We will keep this confidential!) 
 

CURRENT MEMBER ________ NEW MEMBER ________ 
 

Household: Annual Membership (to Aug 31, 2018): $40.00 
We always need volunteers to continue making the LCWRT successful.  
Please check the area(s) for which you are willing to volunteer: 
 



____Program Committee: help select topics & speakers ___ Assist in Production/Distribution of the Minie Ball Gazette 
____Assist on Program Night (Greeter, Collect Tickets or Guest Fees, Tally Program Attendance) 
____Historian ____Maintain Membership Roster ____Work at Sun City Club Fair ______ Web Site Maintenance 

Mail to or leave in “lower” box: Joseph Passiment, 26 Schooner Lane, Bluffton, SC 29909-4305  
Make Check Payable to: LCWRT Inc. Any questions, please call Joseph Passiment at 732-995-2102 
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Officers 

PRESIDENT George Loud 843-342-6826 

5 Camden Lane georgeloud1@gmail.com 
Hilton Head Island, SC 29926  
VICE PRESIDENT Richard Thomas 843.422.3842  
1 Sagebush Lane rethomashhi@hargray.com 
Hilton Head Island, SC 29926 

TREASURER Charles E. Glassick 843-707-7890 

42 Kings Creek Drive 864-384-8777 (cell) 
Bluffton, SC 29909 ceglassick@aol.com  
SECRETARY Michael Sweeney 843-707-7275 

318 Shearwater Pointe Drive msweeney@sc.rr.com 

Bluffton, SC 29909 

Past President Robert Waite 843.705.0895 

12 Shooting Star Circle waiteinsurance123@gmail.com 
Bluffton, SC 29909  
  

MEMBER-AT-LARGE Tom McNamara 843-705-0933 
56 Heron Bill Drive tommcsr@yahoo.com  
Bluffon, SC 29909 

Committee Chairpersons 

Communications  Caroline Kennedy 843-705-5654 

8 Rose Bush Lane cwkenned@aol.com 
Bluffton, SC 29909 
  

John Foster 843-705-6444 

204 Benjamin Seabrook Court jfoster20@sc.rr.com 
Bluffton, SC 29909 

Hospitality OPEN 

Membership Joe Passiment 732-995-2102 

26 Schooner Lane passiment44@twc.com  
Bluffton, SC 29909 

Programs John Kemp 201-845-4178 

319 Shearwater Pointe Drive Norwich68@gmail.com 
Bluffton, SC 29909 
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The Lowcountry Civil War Round Table, Inc. 
located in the greater Hilton Head area of South Carolina. 

Founded in 2000 and dedicated to Civil War history, 
education and battlefield preservation. 

A Not-for-Profit, Charitable Organization As qualified under section 501 (C) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code 
NOTE: The website address for the Lowcountry Civil War Round Table (LCWRT) is: www.lcwrt.squarespace.com and it 

can be used to get current and historical LCWRT information. 
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